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CONCEPTUAL THEORETICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF DISTANCE STUDYING OF
FOREIGN LANGUAGES AT NON-LINGIUSTIC FACULTIES

Defining of the problem and the analysis
of the last researches and publications. In
today's global world, which is connected by
economic relations, scientific relations in various
fields, which speak English to each other in
different countries the importance of knowledge of
English by all specialists is growing. And today,
when we look at Ukraine, of the non-English-
speaking European countries, of which there are
32, we are in 28th place out of 32 in terms of
English language proficiency. And this shows that
we are very losing our potential because our
specialists do not know English. There is only one
solution — to provide entry at the B1 level for all
students at the beginning of their studies. The goal
is that by 2023 all students should have mastered
the language at the appropriate level. To do this,
the concept stipulates that by 2023, English
proficiency at B1 will be required when entering
the bachelor's degree. In the short term, extend the
Unified Entrance Examination (EMI) - i.e.
«External Examination for Master's Degree» in a
foreign language — to all master's specialties to
confirm the level of B2 [6].

The scope of state policy on the development
of the English language in higher education in
Ukraine includes:

— Teaching English as a foreign language,
including English for Special Purposes (ESP)

— Teaching professional disciplines in English
as part of the Ukrainian-language program
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(English as Medium of Instruction for Ukrainians —
EMI-u)

— Providing a full educational program in
English for foreign students (English as Medium of
Instruction for Foreigners — EMI-f) [4].

To ensure the effectiveness of higher
education and to achieve the target level of English
proficiency among graduates of at least B2, the
government may require English proficiency:

— Compulsory «screening» EIT in
English for all applicants in order to establish the
level of language proficiency. The control of
achievement B1 takes place in a year, during the
next introductory campaign. In case of failure, the
student is expelled.

— Language intensity for entrants to
achieve level B1. Language intensity is needed to
overcome «language inequality» after secondary
education, in particular between urban and rural
entrants, and to ensure access to higher education
for academically able young people who have not
had the opportunity to receive language education
levels. According to research, the required number
of hours of training to move to one language level
is 150-180 hours (6 ECTS credits). Accordingly,
entrants of level A2 need language intensity for 1
month, and level Al — for two months. It is
proposed to create two variants of language
intensives: for full-time study and for distance
learning at the choice of the entrant [4].

Studying of a foreign language (English) by
students of non-language specialties of the
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Volodymyr Vynnychenko Central Ukrainian State
Pedagogical University is considered as a
mandatory component of their professional
training and as one of the indicators of education
of'a modern person.

Summarizing all the above, we should note
that we are considering distance studying of a
foreign language as an ESP at the bachelor's
degree not only to improve the quality of foreign
language proficiency, but also as a period of
preparation for the EMI (master's degree exam).

Recently, the term distance education has
gained unprecedented popularity. This was due to
several factors: the COVID-19 pandemic; people's
desire to view online courses instead of attending
academic classes at High Educational Institutions;
requirements for qualitative improvement of
foreign language studying / teaching; training
requirements for people with special needs.

Analysis of recent research and
publications. Theoretical and practical aspects of
distance studying have been considered in the
studies of both foreign and domestic scientists: J.
E. Adams, F. Bodendorf, H. Dichanz, G. Hoppe,
J. Kettunen, A. Andreeva, V. Vashchenko,
K. Kolos, V. Kukleva.

Conceptual and ideological
informatization of educational process were
considered in works of foreign scientists
C. Chapelle, G. Davies, E. Gaick, N. Hativa,
M. Wallace, M. Warschauer. Possibilities of using
information and telecommunication technologies
in the educational process in general and in
teaching foreign languages in particular were
analyzed in scientific publications of Ukrainian E.
Mashbyts, N. Morse, 1. Podlasyi, P. Serdyukov and
Russian V. Bespalko, M. Bovtenko, 1. Zakharova,
V. Monakhov, O. Smolyaninova scientists.

In the researches of S. Volodko, L. Derkach,
L. Kravchenko, Y. Kravtsova general provisions
that are important for solving socio-psychological
problems of training professionals to use IT in
their professional activities have been highlighted.

Some issues of teaching various aspects of a
foreign language by IT are clarified in the
dissertations of E. Azimov, I. Zymnaya, O. Paliy,
Y. Gapon, I. Chursina, M. Warschauer and others.

The  scientific  works of  D. Chun,
J. Plass, R. Oxford, E. Polat have been
characterized by a thorough analysis of the
possibilities of distance studying of foreign
languages and professional training of future
teachers for such learning.

The subject of dissertation research by
R. Gurevich, R. Potapova, M. Peterson,
P. Sutherland was a linguistic-methodological
analysis of existing on the market of educational
resources software for computerized learning of
foreign languages.

positions of
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In Azerbaijan and in most of the non-native
speaking countries, English is used as a second or
third language and for some people as a first
language. With the spread and progress of English
around the world, it has become an essential mean
of communication among the people of different
languages and cultures. At present, the role and
status of English in Azerbaijan is higher than ever
as it is a medium of instruction and curriculum in
educational institutions. As the number of English
learners is increasing, different teaching methods
have been experimented to see the effectiveness of
English language teaching. The use of technology
in the form of films, radio, TV and tape recording
has been repetition for a long time as well. At the
same time, while discussing the negative effects of
digital devices, all the teachers seem to indicate at
least one drawback. Majority of participants
stressed that despite their privileges on second
language teaching and learning process, they can
also distract students from the main topic. Since
the technology became a fundamental temptation
of youth, it might be misused during the classes [5,
p. 364-372].

We consider distance learning of a foreign
language at non-linguistic faculties as:

— a process that takes place mostly
asynchronously in time and takes place through the
delivery of training materials by mail or telephone;

— aprocess that occurs both asynchronously
and synchronously. The subjects of the process
communicate and exchange educational materials
exclusively through ICT tools;

— a process of using multimedia
technologies, students must be independent and
use new strategies (including foreign language
platforms).

The purpose of writing the article is:

— to determine the conceptual role and
qualitative impact of distance studying in the
bachelor period;

— to analyze the essence of the concept of
«distance studying of foreign languages at non-
linguistic faculties»;

— to investigate theoretical conceptual
foundations of the studied theme in the conditions
of high school bachelor period.

The main material of the study. In the
process of distance studying of a foreign language
at the Volodymyr Vynnychenko Central Ukrainian
State Pedagogical University during the quarantine
2020-2021, the Department of Linguodidactics
and Foreign Languages used both synchronous
learning tools (Zoom, Skype, Google Classroom,
Viber video communication) and asynchronous (e-
mail, blogs, online video lessons, materials for
study, including in the form of audio and video
files, to which students recorded their answers and
sent to the teacher). Teachers widely used e-mail to
provide feedback to students. In particular, the
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Internet provided access to remote databases,
information and reference systems, libraries for
studying foreign languages (electronic textbooks,
videos, computer testing, control and self-control
of knowledge).

In the process of distance studying of foreign
languages, a combination of online, traditional and
individual learning was carried out. The following
forms of training were used: consultations (group
and individual), individual lessons, independent
work, project work, video conferences, online
lessons, audio recordings. Online testing was
conducted; online simulators were used to study
grammar and vocabulary, photo, video and audio
materials from YouTube. Online evaluation was
carried out (semi-automatically and automatically)
mainly in «Zoom» (60 %), as well as by e-mail
(7 %), «Skype» (8 %) and «Viber» (25 %). Oral
and written works were evaluated, audio and video
files were sent, tests were performed. When using
Viber communication, students sent photos of
completed tasks; the teacher evaluated and
provided recommendations in writing or by phone.
Student's speech was assessed through an oral
online survey; reading, listening and writing —
through online tests.

While preparing of advanced digital curricula,
we had to keep in mind a number of
methodological and didactic aspects. These
restricted the development directions. Such criteria
were as follows:

— The developed curricula should be use
r-friendly, with easy usability;

—The content on the screen should be
responsive and adaptive to various frames and
resolutions;

— The structure of curricula has to be simple
and multi-leveled;

— It is important to provide a constant
possibility feedback in form of tests that can be
taken independently by students;

— Feedback solutions are supported by a
number of other methodological possibilities for
example a series of tasks to be sent;

— It is also necessary to track student progress
in a form of continuously monitoring their activity;

— In addition, curricula should be easy follows
with a low number of steps, and each curriculum
should have a short extract content that is freely
available [1, p. 349-356].

For an individual educational institution,
which in its activities plans to use distance
studying technology, it is necessary to develop
specific requirements (methods) for which a
distance studying course should be developed and
what requirements such a training course should
meet. The generalized approach to the creation of
distance studying courses in their systematic and
structurally identical (similar) form will simplify
the psychological algorithm in the systematization
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of knowledge acquisition for students of this
institution, i.e. the university will develop skills in
obtaining knowledge using distance technology. In
addition, the same requirements for the creation
and content of a distance studying course will
simplify (systematize) the work of the teacher in
finding and preparing educational material [8,
p. 15-18].

In the process of distance studying the
following forms of interaction should be realized:

1) Student — educational material. It provides
for student interaction with the content of what is
offered for study. Interaction with educational
material takes place with the help of radio and
television programs, electronic recordings of audio
and video materials, computer software;

2) Student (subject of study) — teacher. After
students receive the study material, teachers help
them to master it, stimulating their interest in
learning, increasing motivation; organizing
practical activities based on the acquired
theoretical knowledge, testing knowledge and
assessing the level of their mastery, providing
advice;

3) Student — student. Partnership of students
in the process of learning can take place with the
participation of the teacher and without him. It
contributes to the formation and development of
communication skills, giving them access to the
best examples of learning tasks [7, p. 36-39].

The first year was a trial and experimental one
in terms of the use of distance studying. Each
teacher decided which platform to wuse to
communicate with the students. With the
beginning of the new academic year 2021-2022,
the leadership of CUSPU came to the conclusion
to introduce a single platform GOOGLE MEET
throughout the university. To give a brief view of
the proposed model here are a few things that had
been implemented. A Google group was created
using the email addresses of the teachers. Teachers
were trained to use Google drive. All the required
resources like, pictures, lesson plans, vocabulary
exercises, activities, games, dictionary links,
presentations, word files, poems, rhymes were
stored in the Google drive. So the drive acted as
the knowledge hub for the teachers. Teachers
would just login from their accounts and click on
the link of the Google drive. This helped the
teachers to prepare their lesson plans for teaching.
The researcher would interact with the teachers on
regular basis using what’s app and video calling
facility. As a result the interest of the teachers was
developed. The researcher would conduct a formal
training session every month, for the teaching of
acquisition and phonology. The training session
provided a scope for personal interaction with
teachers. The regular interactions boosted the
morale of the teachers. The resources used by the
researcher were exclusively downloaded from
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various English websites and teaching forums
online.

The Department of Linguodidactics and
Foreign Languages approved the use of the
Pearson’s distance platform to improve the study
of a foreign language, thanks to which a large
number of students not being able to go on the
online-lessons every day was able to increase their
level of proficiency in a foreign language [2,
p. 322-325].

In order for distance studying to become an
organic continuation or addition to the traditional
one, the following measures should be taken, in
particular: 1) to develop a national program for the
introduction of distance studying tools with
accessible and wide functionality, where teachers
and students can cooperate; 2) create a national
electronic platform for distance and blended
studying; 3) to develop a modern regulation on
distance studying; 4) develop guidelines for the
organization, planning and structure of online
classes in all subjects, including foreign languages;
5) to provide participants of the educational
process with high-speed Internet and modern
technical equipment in sufficient quantities, which
will allow equal and high-quality access to the
provision and receipt of educational services;
6) systematically conduct seminars, trainings,
courses for teachers to gain practical skills in
working with distance studying technologies;
7) consider the development of electronic
applications to domestic textbooks, which would
contain materials for wuse in force-majeure
situations [3].

Conclusions and prospects for further
researches. Teaching of English as a second
language is the need of the hour and indeed a
cardinal aspect of study. The model of distance
studying in foreign language has not yet been
implemented in the practice of high school in full.
Teachers work to create a logistical,
methodological and didactic base of the model.
Work plans of circles, mini-textbooks, electronic
manuals, other materials are developed.

Therefore, the integration of distance studying
will maximize the continuous studying of both
students and teachers and achieve high
performance. We understand that our observation
is only part of the research program we have
created for this issue. Further studies we see in the
analysis of the practical-methodical system of
SMART-studying of future teacher of foreign
languages.
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HABYAHHA IHTEPA"KIIII AK 3ACIB IHTE.I_-ICI/I(I)IKAHIﬁ NPOLECY ®OPMYBAHHSA
IHIHOMOBHOI KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMIIETEHIII CTYIEHTIB

IlocTanoBka Ta O0IpYHTYBaHHA
aKkTyaJbHocTi mpodaemu. B ocrtanni poku
BiOyNHUCsl 3HAYHI 3MIHM B CHCTEMI BHKIIAQIAaHHS
iHO3EMHHUX MOB, 30KpeMa aHTIIICHKOI, alle piBeHb
BOJIOZIHHS HEI0 3HAYHOI YAaCTUHW BHITYCKHUKIB
3BO moku 110 HE BIANOBiZaE BHMOIaM, sKi
CTaBIATHCS 110  cremiamicra.  30kpema, IIe
3YMOBJICHO HEJOCTAaTHHOIO €()EKTHBHICTIO BCHOTO
HaBYAJILHOTO TIPOIECY BHBYCHHS 1HO3EMHOI MOBH,
o0 CHPUYMHEHO HEHAIEKHOI0 PO3POOIEHICTIO
TEOPETHKO-METOJIOJIOTIYHUX AaCIEKTIB MPOoOiIeMu
oprasizauii npouecy BUKJIaJIaHHs 1HO3eMHOI MOBH
y 3BO.

Ha cydacHoMy eTami OJHMM i3 TOJIOBHHUX
HAIpsIMKIiB MiJBULICHHS €()EKTUBHOCTI Y BUBUCHHI
iHO3¢MHOT MOBH € YCYHCHHsS a00 3MCHIICHHS

BIUIUBY TEBHUX TpoOJieM 1 TPOTUPIY, IO
CIIOCTEPITaeThCsA Yy  TPAKTHIIl  BUKJIAJAHHS
iHo3emMHOi MoBH. Jlo akTyanpbHHX mpoOiIeM
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CYy4aCHOTO HaBYaHHS 1HO3EMHHUX MOB BIJTHOCHTHCS
KOMIUIEKC 00’€KTHBHHUX 1 Cy0’€KTMBHUX HNPUYUH,
cepen sIKMX: 3acTapiiai ¢opMu poOOTH 3 THMH, XTO
HaByaeTbcs ((QpOHTAIBLHA Oprasizamis poOOTH,
aBTOPHUTApHUHA CTHIb CHUIKYBaHHS CyO’€KTiB
HaBYAILHOTO TIPOIECY, HEAOCTaTHIH Miaxin 1o
(hopMyBaHHS caMe KOMYHIKaTUBHOT KOMIICTEHIII{).

CyvacHmii cTaH Teopii HABYAHHSA 1HO3EMHHX
MOB BHMarae TIOAaJbIIOl PO3POOKH KOHIIETIIiT
KOMYHIKaTHBHOTO HaB4aHHs. BOHO mpezcraBisie
co00r0 BUKJIAJaHHS, SIKC OPTaHI30BAaHO HAa OCHOBI
3aBlIaHb KOMYHIKaTHBHOT'O XapakTepy.
KoMyHIKaTHBHO-OpPIEHTOBaHE HABYaHHSI Ma€ Ha
MeTI HaBYUTH IHILIOMOBHIN KOMYHIKaIii,
BUKOPUCTOBYBaTH JUIs I[bOTO BCi HEOOXimHI
3aBIaHHS 1 IPUHOMHU.

Oco0aMBOCTI KOMYHIKATHBHOTO MIXOIy IO
HaBYAaHHS 1HO3EMHHUX MOB HAHOLIBII dWiTKO
BIZITBOPIOIOTHCS B MOJIOKEHHSX, 1o
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