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CURRENT CHANGES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Formulation and justification of the
relevance of the problem. In 2019 English was
the most widely spoken language worldwide,
counting both native and non-native speakers. It
is in regular use by approximately 1.5 billion
people — a fifth of the world’s population [11].
English as a foreign language has enormous
potential. Especially it is true for young people as
they are part of a world that is changing
dramatically and in which languages serve as
pathways to understanding others around the
globe, as well as understanding who we are.
Nowadays English as a foreign language not only
fosters  respect, tolerance and  mutual
understanding, gives the opportunity to connect
with friends and other cultures but substantially
helps to be efficient and employable [10, p.196].

More and more companies target to
becoming globally interconnected, they are also
struggling to find candidates to fill job vacancies
and to effectively evaluate the skills that these
candidates have. For such a modern company
strong communication skill is a critical
underlying factor, for instance, for first call
resolution, protecting brand image. Thus,
linguistic skills as well as employability and soft
skills appear to be developed in order to succeed
and operate professionally in the international
context. Obviously, by affording the advantages
of ELT to young people, we can bring forth a
viable 2 Ist-century.

With the increase of automation and
artificial intelligence in the workplace, both to
optimize work processes and production
efficiencies, individuals in front-line or customer
service positions will need to focus on developing
skills identified in Pearson’s Future of Skills
research study that make us uniquely human,
such as originality, fluency of ideas, and most
especially communication, in order to compete in
a rapidly changing job landscape [3]. The
recently published Pearson Global ILearner
Survey indicates that learners believe English is
the gateway to working globally from anywhere
[4].

Undoubtedly, English has become a core
skill for workplace readiness, businesses and
other organizations are seeking effective ways to
measure language proficiency and language-
learning  outcomes. Consequently, ELT
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approaches have currently changed as well.

Analysis of recent researches and
publications. According to the issue our article
dwells on, we consider Jon Kaplan’s (president
and CEO of TDS Global Solutions) point of view
to be apropos, so he believes that there has been a
definitive shift in thinking from accent
neutralization to understandability or
intelligibility. The main focus on assessing
communication skills is now firmly on the ability
to effectively communicate and be understood
between both parties.

We also support James Pearce, Francisco J.
Vare, Alan and other authors from FluentU
English Educator Blog who think that although
the coming decade is indeed tech-dominant, one
ingredient remains consistent across the years:
excellent teaching and a positive classroom
setting. The big question is how do we merge the
two to create the ultimate classroom for learning
and self-discovery [6].

We cannot but agree with the expert from
British Council Chia Suan Chong who
considerably pays attention that technological
innovations are part of education and English
language teaching, but not all have staying
power. The novelty of some innovations will
wear out, and there are growing concerns about
privacy and data protection. Only the innovations
that come with solid teaching practices will stand
the test of time [1].

Yilin Sun, president of TESOL International
Association, thinks that trends in today’s ELT
field can be broken down into three major
categories:  globalization, localization, and
interdisciplinary collaboration. She shares her
perspectives on major trends in the global ELT
field, they are the following:

e changing perspectives on
teaching and learning

e changes in goals of English teaching and
learning

e changes in approaches to teaching

e changes in teaching content, curriculum
design, and assessment

e expanding the
communicative competence

e changing views of an effective English
educator

English
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e rapid development and integration of
information technology in ELT

e changing  roles
responsibilities of teachers

With all these new trends, the role of
today’s teacher is also evolving, and our
responsibilities have been increasing [12].

Considering studied materials, the fact that
we aimed at focusing on main tendencies in
teaching English today, the objective of the
article is to give a clearer understanding of
modern approaches to ELT in the context of
employability and lifelong learning.

The main material of the study.

Development of skills creating empowered
21st century learners

Due to the rise of technology and recent
worldwide societal changes ELT has also
crucially transformed in its approaches, methods
and aims. Speaking about aims, it is important to
follow and analyse the tendencies on time and
appropriately to help every learner develop the
skills they need for success in a fast-changing
modern world [8, p. 128].

Among the top skills that learners will need
in the nearest future are global skills and soft
ones. In order to operate in an international
context a successful teacher should have tools to
engage students in meaningful conversations with
meaningful language as well as to develop
employability through global skills. We speak
here about such global skills as interpersonal
communication, collaboration, critical thinking,
intercultural competence and citizenship, and
digital literacy, these are just some of them.

Soft skills call up to global ones of course
and have a rather imposing list as well thus, we
will stress on analytical skills, problem-solving
skills, initiative, innovation, teamwork,
adaptability and more. It is important to integrate
these competencies with the subjects now. To
facilitate the work of teachers in this direction
quality resources and textbooks will help, which
not only contain tasks for the development of
global and soft skills, but also have clear
explanations for teachers how to do it well and
motivate students to develop. This is what
Pearson publishing house’s textbooks will help
you with.

Personalization of training

The principle of ‘Students in the learning
center’ is understood differently. Nowadays less
and less teachers speak of a corrupt generation
who are allowed to do anything, progressive
colleagues rethink not only the role of students
but also their own. Teacher becomes a manager
who analyzes the interests and motives of
students and integrates them with learning
objectives. For some it is important to prepare for
the exam, and for others to look for a tool to

and increasing
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connect with the world in English.

One more but not less important element of
the personalization of training is authentic
learning environment, which is seen by us as such
when there is a well-grounded crossconnection of
what you (as a teacher) want to teach and what
they (students) are interested in. It is up to the
teacher to involve students into authentic learning
environment. Authentic engagement takes place
when students are involved without pushing,
fulfil tasks subconsciously with interest and
pleasure [9, p. 167]. Usage of Speak Out 2nd
Edition textbooks from Pearson is very
productive in this respect as well. All in all, a
teacher chooses those methods and such
approaches he/she considers to be the best.

It is difficult to combine all the interests and
motives in a classroom with 25 students, but a
well-designed course will facilitate this task.
Students should be active: express their thoughts
about various events and compare themselves and
their lives with the information in the textbook
and be confident in quality preparation for exams.

We would advise to pay attention to the
questions that accompany Speak Out 2nd Edition
course. Students reflect on and express their
attitudes toward different events or stories.
Learners always want to be heard and we give
them that opportunity. Together with a thorough
preparation for the exam, this course is the best
solution to the problem of personalization of
education in universities. Students have access
not only to all audio and video and word lists but
to online educational platform MyEnglishLab, so
they can study at home, watch videos they like, or
refresh material before the exam.

Education of citizens of the world

We are constantly moving towards
globalization and this cannot be denied. Today,
our students don’t just watch foreign movies,
they follow bloggers, celebrities, and even
interact with peers from different countries
during computer games, all without leaving their
own room.

Teachers, in turn, can use this trend to teach
learners to understand and respect other cultures,
to explain the importance of perceiving others as
individuals, regardless of their race. And where,
if not in foreign language lessons, are the most
favorable conditions for this? Brand new
textbooks from Pearson encourage students to
share examples of communication with foreign
friends; included texts are about real people and
real events. Feedback from teachers, who use the
resources constantly, suggests the fact that such
materials are almost the only thing that motivates
students to learn.

Blended learning

Modernity shows us not only how to
develop but sometimes dictates its conditions to
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us. We get used to quickly adapting and changing
the forms of full-time and distance learning,
conducting classes with a group, half of whose
students connect to the Internet. This requires
students to be self-disciplined and motivated.

MyEnglishLab platform from Pearson
comes to the teacher’s aid, which allows you to
easily and quickly monitor the work of students,
check the assessed work in one click and set
deadlines. The online platform guarantees
students full easy blended learning, during which
they have the opportunity to practice the content
they have learned in class, and then in an
interactive environment, with instant feedback
and tips to continue learning English and
complete the full course with a level of language
proficiency not lower than B2 — B2 +.

Another significant advantage of the online
platform, as we have mentioned, is the automatic
detection, verification and evaluation of students’
tasks. Each student always has an instant result of
the work done. Additional convenience and
motivation of training is provided by students’
ability to work through a special application in a
smartphone, the availability of additional
resources of different types (audio, video, etc.),
tests of different levels, arranged on one platform.

Conclusions and prospects for future
research directions. Obviously, for modern
students, knowledge of English offers many
opportunities and opens up many prospects in
various spheres of life. It is essential to prepare
our students to be effective users of English and
responsible global citizens and also prepare
ourselves to be reflective practitioners and critical
social agents in this globalized world. Naturally,
approaches to ELT have changed and in the 21st-
century classroom teachers have multiple roles
and responsibilities as facilitators of student
learning and creators of a productive classroom
environment in which students can develop the
skills they will need for the 2Ist-century
workforce. Fluency in English provides not only
further professional development of young
people, but also constant personal growth and
increase of their life potential. It is the English
language that will help future professionals to
open new employment perspectives, allowing
them to communicate independently with foreign
partners, get a good job and career advancement.
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INPUHIUIIN 3ACTOCYBAHHSI HABYAJIBHO-TEJAT'OI'TYHUX CI/I.:I‘YAIIII?'I B ITPOIECI
HNIATOTOBKN MAUBYTHIX ®AXIBIIB 3 COIIAJIBHOI POBOTH

IMocranoBka Ta OOIPYHTYBaHHS
aKkTyajJabHOCTi mpoodsjemu. OmHIEIO 3 BUMOT 0
OCBITHBOTO TIPOIlECY Ha CY4YacHOMY eTalli €
BUXOBAaHHS iJIeCTIPSIMOBAHOT, LIUTICHOT,
iHII[IaTUBHOI,  CaMOJOCTATHROI Ta  TBOPYOI
oco0OHucTOCTI, 10 M 3BICHO akTyali3ye IOLIYK
HOBUX wHUIAXiB ii po3BuTky. Ilpm TpamoTHiH
noOy;0BI Ta NMpaBWIBHIHM opraHizamii 0CBITHEOTO
mporiecy B MaiOyTHIX (axiBIiB 3 COIaIbHOT
poOOTH PO3BUBAIOTHCS BCi IMi3HABAIBbHI MPOIECH
(MucneHHs, mam’aTh, MOBa, JIOTiKa), IO
JIEMOHCTPYIOTh Pe3y/IbTATUBHICTh X HABYAHHS Ta
JIOTIOMAraroTh iM ojepXaTu iHpOopMaIlito Mpo Ty
YY IHITY TisTTBHICTH 00 €KTa.

VY 3B’s3Ky 3 BUOOpPOM y TIpOIIECi HaBYAHHS
0COOHCTICHO-OPIEHTOBAHOTO HiAX0MY,
JIEMOKpATH3aIli€l0 Ta TyMaHi3ali€l0 OCBITH,
TBOPYMMH TIOIIYKAMHU PO3BUTKY OCOOHCTOCTI,
MiAXOMU A0 JisUTbHOCTI MaNOyTHIX (axiBLiB 3
comiaiabHOT pOOOTH TEK BUMArarOTh IEBHUX 3MiH.
Pe3ynpraTHBHICTE  OCBITHIX Ta HPaKTHYHUX
JIOCSITHEHb MaHOYTHIX COIliaJIbHUX TPaIliBHHUKIB,
B IepIIy depry, 3alie)kKUTh BiJ TOTOBHOCTI
BHKJIaJ]aya JOHECTH JO CBiJJOMOCTI CTyIeHTa
mocws, iHpopMamilo Tpo Horo MarOyTHIO
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npodeciro.

Amnaui3 OCTaHHIX JOCTiIKeHb i
nyOoaikamiii. [Turanasavu BIOCKOHAJIEHHS
npodeciinoi MiATOTOBKH COIATLHUX

npaniBHUKIB 3aiimManucs B. bapaniok, O. Kanrok,
B. Cnacteonin, C. Koryr. A Takox mpobiemy
MiATOTOBKU  COIiafibHUX  (haXiBLIB  BHUBYAIH
A. Kymikosa, I'. Jlemyxk, JI. PomaHoBCBKa,
IO. Ps6oBa. [lutaHHAM MiATOTOBKH 3aiMAarOTHCS
TakoX 1 3apyOikHI gocmimHuku X. bpyHc,
. Kpamep, €. Xomnocrosa.

EdexruBHuMu  Metomamm  (popmyBaHHS
TOTOBHOCTI MaiOyTHIX (axiBI[iB 3 COIiaJbHOI
poOOoTH € HaBYAJIBHO-TIENArOTiYHI  CHUTYaIlil.
3acTocyBaHHS TaKWX CHUTyaliid B Tporieci
MiATOTOBKK MAaWOYTHIX CHEIialicTiB IpHBEIC
JIIIE [0 IIO3UTHBHHUX 3MIH B IIATOTOBLI Ta
JMHAMILli PO3BUTKY CTY/CHTIB.

Mera crarTi — BH3HAYCHHS MNPHUHIHUIIB
3aCTOCYBaHHS CHCTEMH HABYAJIBHO-TICIArOTT9HIX
CUTyaliif B Tmporeci MiATOTOBKM MaHOyTHIX
(haxiBIiB 3 comiaIbHOT pOOOTH.

Buxaan OCHOBHOT'0 MaTepiaiy
MOCJTiIKeHHA. EdexruBanmM METOIOM
(hopMmyBaHHSI TOTOBHOCTI MalOyTHiX (axiBIIiB 3
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