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USING MULTIMEDIA TECHNOLOGIES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSONS

Formulation and justification of the
relevance of the problem. At the present stage,
the education system faces the problem of
training educators who have a high level of

readiness to  solve  pedagogical  and
methodological tasks with the help of
multimedia technologies. Multimedia

technologies are one of the promising directions
of the wuse of information and computer
technologies in the field of humanitarian
education. As we  know, multimedia
technologies contribute to the widespread use of
interactive methods.

In our opinion, the problem of using
multimedia presentations in foreign language
lessons is that there are no advanced,
professionally designed multimedia educational
materials. These issues are very topical and
require detailed study.

Analysis of recent research and
publications. The problem of studying and
using multimedia technologies in foreign
language lessons is the subject of research of
both foreign and national scientists, among
them: T. Solovyov, B. Kruse, A. Kostenko,
V. Korzh, B. Andersen et al.

The purpose of the article is investigation
of the problem of using multimedia technologies
in foreign language classes.

The main material of the study. Modern
foreign language teachers in order to interest
students in their subject, must use the latest
methods and teaching tools and only multimedia
technologies can increase its effectiveness.

89

The wuse of multimedia technology
optimizes the learning process, makes it
interesting and interactive, and enables the
realization of multimedia competence of foreign
language teachers. Skills and ability to create
multimedia training materials are important
components of this competence [2, p. 51].

Hyperlinks and presentations are the main
multimedia product for younger students when
learning a foreign language. Mastering the
methodology of creating hyperlinks and
multimedia presentations depends on the
formation of major components of multimedia
competence of future foreign language teachers,
in particular [2, p. 91-94].

A hyperlink is a link from one electronic
information object to another (for example, a
text on a note or a list item). A special program
(browser) recognizes bookmarks in the text and
navigates to a particular piece of text or to
another file [6, p. 75].

Another example of multimedia technology
is a multimedia computer presentation, a
document that is used to provide concise visual
information. Computer and  projection
technology is used to demonstrate computer
presentations: computers, multimedia projectors,
monitors, multimedia and interactive
whiteboards that provide computer feedback,
and more. There are two main types of
presentations: streaming (a set of frames that
play automatically, changing each other at well-
defined intervals); Slide (designed and
demonstrated as a slide sequence that separates
on-screen pages that may contain text, graphics,
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videos, sound objects, and hyperlinks that can be
played as directed by the user). Slideshows are
like photos, streaming presentations or a movie.
To create computer presentations use:
presentation graphics tools (special programs
designed to create images and display them on
the screen, prepare slideshows, cartoons, edit
them); slide presentation tools (Microsoft Office
PowerPoint,  OpenOffice.  org  Impress,
Powerbuller Presenter, ProShow Producer,
Quick Slide Show, MySlideShow); tools for
creating streaming presentations (Adobe Flash,
Microsoft Movie Maker, Macromedia Flash,
AnFX Visual Design, Virtual Tour Builder) [7].

According to A. Kostenko, tools for
creating streaming presentations have more
powerful capabilities: creating animated images,
cartoons, videos and more. The main advantage
of slide presentations is the ease of creating and
managing their playback, while customizing the
display of streaming presentations requires the
creation of special buttons, stills, programming
basics, etc. [2, p. 54].

Using multimedia presentations is a way of
engaging students in educational activities. In
our opinion, it enables the teacher to show their
creativity. Using presentations allows you to
achieve the optimum pace of students’work, to
increase the level of visibility in the course of
learning, to study more material, to increase
cognitive interest, to revive the learning process,
to achieve the effect of rapid feedback. Today,
multimedia presentations have become an active
part of the modern learning process. One of the
possibilities of using multimedia technologies in
lessons is the preparation and conduct of
integrated lessons. Using multimedia
technologies in a foreign language lesson is one
of the most important aspects of improving the
initial process, extensions of teaching tools and
technigues that make a lesson interesting.

According to L. Lysenko, thanks to
multimedia you can provide a wealth of useful,
interesting and important information when
studying the course «English for Professional
Purpose». The undeniable advantage of
multimedia is interactivity that provides dialog
mode throughout learning process. The basic
principles of using multimedia tools in the
course include: decoration of the illustrations;
fragmentation (alternate teaching of parts of
material depending on the speed of perception by
students); methodical invariance (video materials
are used at different stages of the course),
performing test tasks (using a computer),
consolidating and generalizing knowledge
(manual for independent work), homework
(media presentation), individual research work
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(students work independently or groups on the
creation of media presentations on the culture of
professional broadcasting, terminological and
professional ethics, etc.) [4, p. 126].

Foreign language learning has cognitive and
developmental character and, as a result, it
stimulates students’ speech and mental activity,
so it is necessary to apply such technologies to
language learning that would facilitate
intellectual and communicative development of
the subjects’ of cognition. Such technologies
include, first of all, multimedia technologies [1,
p. 14].

One of the innovative pedagogical
computer technologies can be called multimedia
technologies — a set of methods, tools and
techniques  for  collecting, accumulating,
processing, storing, transmitting, producing,
structuring and integrating audiovisual, text and
graphic information in terms of interactive
interaction of the user with information system,
realizes possibilities of multimedia operating
environments [1, p. 33].

Multimedia technologies provide
simultaneous operation of several channels of
perception of information (but also involve
involvement of both hemispheres of the brain).
Students have great opportunities in creative use
of information resources, oriented both on space
(text, graphics), and on time (sound, animation,
video) [5].

For effective use of a multimedia product
(multimedia) in the educational process, teachers
need to have multimedia competence, which
includes, according to B. Cruz, cumulative
readiness, ability and experience of applying
multimedia competencies (relevant knowledge,
skills and abilities) [3, p. 84].

Conclusions and prospects for further
research of the direction. The use of
multimedia technology optimizes the learning
process, makes it interesting and interactive, and
also enables the implementation of multimedia
competence of foreign language teachers. In this
way, multimedia can provide a wealth of useful,
interesting and important information during the
learning process, insofar multimedia meets the
basic principles of modern learning — visibility,
consciousness, activity, individualization,
intensification, communicativeness.

Thus, the use of multimedia technologies is
one of the promising directions of increasing
cognitive activity of students. The unlimited
possibilities of the computer to provide
information solve the problem of constant
changes and updating of the content of school
education.

Using multimedia, we achieve the primary
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goal of learning — to nurture a person who is able
to develop in today’s society.
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